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LORNA L. PEREZ
Haunting the House on Mango Street:
Sandra Cisneros’s Radical Revisions

SANDRA CISNEROS'S THE HOUSE ON MANGO STREET 1S PERHAPS THE MOST
widely read and taught text in Latina literature. Using a deceptively simple
format and a deceptively natve and straightforward narrator, Cisneros
chronicles the struggles of growing up poor, Latina, and marginalized in a
fictionalized version of what is probably Chicago’s Northwest side. While
the seeming simplicity of the text makes it phenomenally read-able and pro-
foundly teachable, a careful analysis of the writing and the subject matter
reveal a striking revision of the Western literary and theoretical canon,
wherein Cisneros places her text into conversation with Sherwood
Anderson, Gaston Bachelard, Virginia Woolf, and tangentially Emily
Dickenson,

Her appropriation of the form, style, and philosophical complications
of her literary predecessors reveals profound and entrenched assumptions
about subjectivity, class, and ethniclty, categories that historically and con-
temporarily marginalize individuals like her protagonist Esperanza
Cordero. In engaging-both explicitly and implicitly ~the literary prede-
cessors that haunt the house on Mango Street, Cisneros is able to alleviate
what Harold Bloom calls the “anxiety of influence” not by attempting to
overshadow or destroy her predecessors, but by revealing the ideological
constructs that lay in the foundations of their writing, thereby redefining
the grounds of subjectivity and revealing the unhomely —or that which
remains hidden—in the work. By engaging her literary influences in this
way, Cisneros offers a revision to their assumptions, and as such lays the
foundation for a radical literature that can encompass positions that have
been relegated to the margins,

Geographic Inverslons: Cisneros and Anderson

Perhaps the most immediate and obvious example of Cisneros’s appro-
priation and reformation of her literary past can be charted through the
form of the work itself. Cisneros’s text is a not a linear narrative with what
could loosely be called a plot line. Rather, the text is a series of inter-related
vignettes, This form, which in Cisneros’s text profoundly undermines the
assumption of masculine language and linearity, is a style that was perhaps
first and most famously utilized by Sherwood Anderson in his Winesburg,
Ohtio, Though we see similar form in both canonical and marginalized work
throughout the twentieth century—Edgar Lee Masters’s Spoon River
Anthology monologues (thought to have influenced Anderson), Jean

The CEA Critic 74.1 (Fall 2011)



. Priml Fraeze Dried Ras Do .,
i

Raw Nutrition u;thm the Hesste. L &* %235
The House on Mango Street %
Sandra Clsnetos

L & B & 3.69 200787 tatoys . 7B73 evievr:

Acclatined by eitics, beloved by readers of all ages, aught evérywhere from Inner-city grade
schools to universitles across the county, and transleled all ever the world, The House on Mango
Streel Is the remarkable story of Esperonza Cordere,

Told In & sertes of vig - h deeply joyous—it Is e story of
ayoung Latina gkl growing up in Chicego, Inventing for hetself wha and what she will becoms, Few
other books In our Ume have Wuched $6 many readers,

Gamies  Fictlon Classlcs Young Adull Shori Stordes §choo! Contemporary Coming O Age ..more

110 pages, Papatback
First published Janusty |, 1984

Uisraty awards  Amerdcan Buak Avard (19851 Gootge C. Sione Cenles o Chlidron's Boukn Recqpnitin of Marit Sl (1994
Oelginal tife The House on Mango Stoet

Seiling Critaqo. s (United States)

Characters Exptiamga. bonay

Tis edition

Farmay 1K pages, Paperback

Publiahied Ape13, 2009 by Kiupl Doubleday Publisiag Gioup
15BN 9780GTOTI4TT2 (SBNIO. OGTITIATTR)

ASIN 0670734775

Language English

More editlons -

Sandra Cumees’

:.Thn Hovse on
Mango Sirey

Poperback Popstback Audiobook Ulnary Bling

Vinlage Espanol Vinage Nona Pearfestion Leamig
1994 1] 2000 994

Show all {38 ediifons )

More information

gOOdfeadS Home ' MyBooks Browse®  Community *  Searchbosks ‘ Q ﬂ:; 6&}1 ;'{rb é:% s

Qw 5,233 paoplo are currently reading m 133k poople want (o raad
About the author

Snndra Clsneros

00 books - 3,681 lolgwers

Sandra Clsnetos Is lnternationally acclaimed for her poetry and fiction and hos baen the teciplent of
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