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THE SCHOOL BOARD OF HERNANDO COUNTY, FLORIDA

Recommendation of School Advisory Commiftee for Reconsideration of
Media/Tnstructional Materials

Instructions; The Mediafinstructional Committee Is to-complete this form within 15 working days.
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Committee’sR endation for Treatment of Challenged Material
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Reviews/Articles regarding Lucky

https://www.elle.com/culture/books/a38425267/rereading-alice-sebolds-lucky/

https://www.newsweek.com/alice-sebold-memair-lucky-amazon-reviews-anthony-broadwater-
exoneration-1654001

https://www.kirkusreviews.com/book-reviews/alice-sebold/484/

hitps://www.publishersweekly.com/8780684857824

https://slate.com/culture/2021/12/alice-sebold-memoir-lucky-rape-exoneration-anthony-
broadwater.html

https://www.forbes.com/sites/rachetkramerbussel/2021/11/30/scribner-to-stop-publishing-alice-
sebold-memoir-lucky-after-exoneration-of-anthony-broadwater/?sh=1e444a111d5c
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HERNANDO

Book Policy Manual

Section 2000 Program

Title CHALLENGES TC ADOPTION OR USE OF INSTRUCTIONAL, LIBRARY, OR READING LIST
MATERIALS

Code po2522

Status Active

Adopted October 25, 2022

2522 - CHALLENGES TO ADOPTION OR USE OF INSTRUCTIONAL, LIBRARY, OR READING LIST MATERIALS

The following individuals may contest the adoption of a specific instructional material, or object to the use of specific material used
in a classroom, made available in a school library, or included on a reading list:

A. parent of a student in the district; and

B. resident of the county.
For purposes of this policy, "parent" means a parent of a student enrolled in the District's schools. "Resident" means a person
residing in the county who has maintained thelr residence in Florida for the preceding year, has purchased a home that Is occupled
by them as their residence, or has established a domicile in Florida pursuant to FS. 222.17,
Contest of School Board's Adoption
Filing a Petition
A parent or resident must file a petition with the Board within thirty (30) calendar days after the Board's adoption of specific
instructional material, on a form provided by the Board. The petition form shall be publicly available by visiting any schoal in person
or by accessing the link on the Board's website. The petition must be signed by the parent or resident, Include the required contact
information, and state the objection to the instructional material based on the criteria set forth in ES. 1006.31(2) or 1006.40(3)(d).

Timeframe for Hearing

When the thirty (30) calendar day period following Board adoption of the instructional material in question has expired, the Board
will conduct at least one (1) open public hearing before an unbiased and qualified hearing officer for all timely petitions received.

Hearing Officers

Hearing officers are not employees or agents of the District with the exception of any agreement entered into for purposes of
conducting the hearings set forth herein. Hearing officers shall be selected annually by the Board from a list of candidates provided
by the Superintendent.

Procedures for Hearings

Petitioners will have an adequate and fair opportunity to be heard and present evidence to the hearing officer. Hearings shall be
conducted as follows:

A. The petitioner may make an opening statement.
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B. The District’s representative may make an opening statement.

C. The petitioner may present evidence (including documents and testimeny from witnesses) that instructional material does not
meet the criteria of .S, 1006.31(2) or 1006.40(3)(d) if it was selected for use in a course or otherwise made available to
students in the School District but was not subject to the public notice, review, comment, and hearing procedures under F.S.
1006.283(2)(b)8,, 9., and 11.

D. The District representative may present evidence (including documents and testimony from witnesses) that the instructional
material does meet the criteria of £.S. 1006.31(2) or 1006.40(3)(d) If it was selected for use in a course or otherwise made
available to students in the School District but was not subject to the public notice, review, comment, and hearing procedures
under F.S. 1006.283(2)(b)8., 9., and 11.

E. The petitioner may make a closing statement.

F. The District representative may make a closing statement.
Within fourteen (14) days of the date of the hearing, the hearing officer shall submit & recommended order to the Board. The Board
shall consider the recommended order and enter a final order at a publicly noticed Board meeting, If the petitioner proves that the
instructional material does not meet the criterla required under F.S. 1006.28, or contains prohlbited material under that statute, the
material shall be removed in accordance with Florida law. The Board's decision is final and not subject to further petition or review,
Hearings under this policy are not subject to the provisions of F.5. Chapter 120.

Objections to Material Used in Classrooms, Made Available in School Library, or Included On a Reading List

Parents and residents of the county may object to the use of a specific instructional material in the classroom, made available in a
school library, or included on a reading list, based on the criteria set forth in F.S. 1006.28(2)(a)2. or F.S. 1014.05(1)(c).

All challenges under this policy shall be addressed as follows:

A. The complaint is to be addressed to the School Principal, in writing, and shall include:

1. author;

2. title;

3. publisher;

4, the complainant's familiarity with the material challenged;

5, sections challenged, by page and item;

6. whether the challenged material contaihs content that Is pornographic or prohibited under FS. 847.012, is not suited
to student needs and their ability to comprehend the material presented, or Is inappropriate for the grade level and
age group for which the material Is used.

B. Upon receipt of the information, the Principal may after advising the Assistant Superintendent of Teaching and Learning of the
complaint, and upon the Assistant Superintendent's approval, appoint a review committee which may consist of one (1) or
more instructional staff members including Media Specialist, District Official, Curriculum Member, Principal, Community
Member and Teacher one (1) or more Board members; one (1) or more lay persons knowledgeable in the area.

C. The committee, In evaluating the questioned material, shall be guided by the following criteria: the appropriateness of the
material for the age and maturity level of the students with whom it is being used, the accuracy of the material, the
objectivity of the material, the use being made of the material.

D. The materlal in question may be withdrawn from use pending the committee’s recommendation to the Superintendent.

E. The committee's recommendation shall be reported to the Superintendent in writing within fifteen (15) business days
following the formation of the committee, The Superintendent will advise the complaint, in writing, of the committee's

recommendation and advise the Board of the action taken or recommended.

F. The Board will review the case, including all evidence proffered by the complainant, during a publicly noticed Board meeting,
The Board shall announce during the meeting whether the challenged material meets the requirements of this Policy. The
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complainant shall submit any additional evidence for the Board's consideration no later than fourteen (14) days before the
meeting at which the Board will consider the challenge.

No challenged material may be removed from the curricutum or from a collection of resource materials except by action of the
Board, and no challenged material may be removed solely because it presents ideas that may be unpopular or offensive to some.
Any Board action to remove material will be accompanied by the Board's statement of its reasons for the removal.

The Board shall discontinue use of any material chalienged under this policy if it contains content that is pornographic or prohibited

BoardDocs® PL

under F.S. 847.012, is not suited to student needs and their ability to comprehend the material presented, or is inappropriate for the
grade level and age group for which the material is used.

The decision of the Board shall be final.

© Neola 2022

Legal

Last Modified by Tammy R Shroyer on January 30, 2023

F.S. 119.071

ES. 212,183

ES. 1001.215
£S..1002.22

FS, 1003.485

F.S. 1006.28

F.S. 1006,28 through 1006.42
F.S. 1008.22

F.S. 1008.25(5)_(a)
F.S. 1008.25 (5) (c)
ES. 1014.05

F.A.C. 6A-6.03028

34 C.F.R. Part 300
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