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RATIONALE FOR TRANSITION
10 A PRE K-6 MODEL

Transitioning Eastside E\emenmr\/ School to a PreK-8 campus offers several
strategic advantages:

- Continuity of Instruction and Culture: Students benefit from consistent
expectations, instructional approaches, and relationships during critical
developmental \years.

- Improved Academic Outcomes: Research supports PreK-8 models as
effective in reducing transition-related learning loss and improving
student engagement.

- Enhanced College and Career Readiness: Introducing structured career
explorafion and CTE experiences earlier allows students to make
informed decisions prior to high school.

. Fam‘\\y and Community Smb'\\'ﬁ\/z Families remain within one school
community for a longer period, strengthening partnerships and

engagement. n‘
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LEADERSHIP & CAREER READINESS
SCHOOLWIDE FOCUS

Developing confident leaders from day one: Instruction
supports leadership development and early career readiness
through meaningful roles and applied learning.

1 I

- Student leadership roles embedded across grade levels @1
- Career exploration through project-based learning and
simulations
- Collaboration, communication, and problem-solving as da‘\\y
practice
« Students learn to lead themselves, lead others, and lead ideas
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| AGRISCIENCE TECHNOLOGY

'. Hands on Learning rooted in real world science:
| Students apply scientific concepts through authentic
Investigations and experiences that connect classroom

learning to real-world applications. é@’

Gardening, sustainability, and food systems infegrated into
Instruction

STEM concepts taught through agriculture-based investigations
Environmental responsibility and stewardship developed early
Connects science, math, and leadership through authentic
experiences
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SPACE FLORIDA (TECHNOLOGIES)
PATHWAS

Inspiring the next generation of innovators:
Students explore innovation through hands-on STEM
experiences connected to Florida's aerospace and
space science industries.
- Introduction to aviation, space, and aerospace
engineering concepts
- Design challenges, simulations, and problem-
solving activities
* Lncourages curiosity. creativity, and critical
thinking
. Ear\y exposure o high-demand STEM career
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ELEMENTARY ACADEMY FOCUS

To build career connections through experience, our
Elementary will offer opporfunities that build
Independence, responsibility. and collaboration
through hands-on learning, including Agriscience,
Aerospace, and STEM pmhways. N a supportive
environment that encourages:

- Real-world Agriscience & environmental learning

- Aerospace & engineering design challenges

- Integrated STEM projects that encourage critical

thinking and problem-solving
- Leadership, accounmb'\\'\’ry, and student voice
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EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING

To reinforce instruction, students will participate
in at least one field experience per quarfer, such
as:

« Career site visits >
o \ndus’rr\/ TOurs
0 Co\\ege and technical center visits

¢ GQuest SPeO\Kers and commum’ry—based
\eammg opportunities
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FROM EXPLORATION 10 CAREER READINESS

+ Intentional Learning Pathway: Field frips are designed as a structured learning continuum
that grows with students from elemmentary through middle school.

° E\ememar\/ Foundation: Ear\y field trips prov'\de foundational exposutre, SPQrK\ng cur'\osﬁ\/ and ?
reinforcing classroom learning through real-world experiences. E

 oth and 7th Grade CTE Connection: Experiences become move mrgefed, d'\recﬂy a\‘\gn’mg with
CTE pa’rhways and '\mroduc‘mg students 1o \ndusTry skills, Tools, and career environments.

- 8th Grade College & Career Focus: Field trips expand to include college campuses, workfoyce
sites, and career-focused experiences that help students envision posTsecondary options.

Each experience enhances instruction b\/ prov'\d'\ng mng‘\b\e, hands-on connections students can
apply directly fo their classroom learning. Field trips are infentionally sequenced to avoid
dup\'\caﬂon while deepenmg relevance and readiness at each gmde level
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g OUTCOMES & 1MPAC

{7 - Stronger middle school
readiness

« Career-aware students before
high school

chomg'mg schoo| '\den‘rﬁy
« STudents are leaders not on\y
in The school but in the
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PHASED IMPLEMENTATION PLAN

YEAR 1 YEAR 7 YEAR 3 7)
1026-2077 027-2018 2028-209

Add Grade 6 (880 total students)

| | | * Add Grade 7 (980 total * Add Grade 8 (1080 total
§ ;“Jigiﬂ‘eggmdes Sl il students) students- 1200 capacity)
+ Launch College and Career Readiness * Expand CTE pathways and » Fully implement Prek-8 model
| o | community partnerships - Align middle school outcormes
curviculum and initial CTE offerings T I TR U A B el S with high school acaderies and
. ngm quarTer\Y fleld experiences and program evaluation pathways
g o SEEES did CUIE pragieyns - Fleld experiences mote specific - Fleld experiences to focus on

@ to CTE Pathways chosen high school pathways and g
career opfions. //
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WHAI ABOUT SPORTS?

« Students who attend Eastside K-8 will be able to p\ay Sports at any
school in the district.

« There will be more information about school start times and which
schools The\/ can attend.

» Possible opportunity for school-based intramural sports next vear.

» Continued talks of further expansion.

\_
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O O OWHAT DOES SCHOOL CHOICE MEAN FOR MY STUDENT? )|

- bastside K-8 grade 6 students will all have 1o app\y for
envollment. Even it they are current EES students.

» The application link can be found on Parent Square, our school
website, and the QR code when You walked in.

l@ - Enrollment is limited to the first 100 applicants.
& » Current EES students do have priority.

- Transportation for school choice students will be provided.
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O O O WILL THE SCHOOL STILL BE CALLED EASTSIDE ummwf\
* )
« As EBastside transitions from an e\emen’rary school to a k-8, we have a unique s
AN
0ppormn'ﬁ\/ T0 create a school '\denT'\Ty that reflects where we are headed—no#JusT §
[} \
where we've been, i
* Why Change the Name? § @
\
~ ’ + Create exciternent and pride around the K-8 transformation N
N
% Reflect our commitment to leadership, innovation, and future-ready learning, §
N
Showcase Eastside as a destination school with unique educational opportunitiesProvide ﬂex‘\b‘\\ﬁ\/ as N
N
/ CTE pathways evolve over time. S
L K _+ Stfrengthen our brand while honoring the proud fradition of the Eastside Leopards. )

a
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Possible Names? §
AN
AN

- e Eastside Innovation Academy K-8 § @
GY » Bastside Academy of Leadership & Innovation N
+ Eastside Academy of Agrisciences & Aerospace §
AN
AN
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WHAT ARE THE NEXT STEPS?
N\

» APPLY through School Choice § @
é\r  LooK for more info sessions to come out §
- 6th grade Orientation (end of year) §
.
__/
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https://baynews9.com/fl/tampa/news/2026/02/11/brooksville-s-eastside-elementary-to-become-a-k-

8-school?cid=share sms
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